Matilda Matilda!

“Matilde,” a West Indian calypso, is identified almost exclusively with
singer Harry Belafonte. If Harry may be said to have a theme song, this
is it. He recorded it first in 1953, and then several times later. His live per-
formances of the number sometimes run as long as 15 minutes as he winds
up a concert exercising all his considerable charm and humor to make his
audience sing the chorus. “And now—all the big spendersl” or “All ladies
over 40" The latter usually draws a complete silence, followed by a gust
of laughter and another—this time successful—appeal to the ladies to sing.

A Moderate Calypso tempo

Words and Music by: Norman Span
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& 1953 MCA Music, A Division of MCA, Inc., and Genernd Musie Publishing Co.. Inc.
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Verse 2. (Well, de money was) just inside me bed,
Stuck up in de pillow beneath me head. Don’t you know

CHORUS

Verse 3. (Well, me friends) nevah to love again,
All de money gone in vain, Hey-a

CHORUS
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